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Abstract
The impact of globalization on the agricultural tee@f the Nigerian
economy was critically examined. The paper highkghon the
definitions and concepts of globalization, the idgy behind
globalization, opportunities of globalization, atite contributions of
globalization to agricultural development in Nigeri It was
recommended that the Nigerian government shouleé ggriculture
her pride of place in the economy through increased sustained
budgetary allocations to agriculture. Veritableatdgies to improve
national security and investment climate and pevasector
participation in agriculture should be designed amglemented to
guarantee the sustainability of the gains/beneditsthe various
agricultural programmes in the country as a resfuiiobalization.

I ntroduction.

Definitions and Concepts

The term ‘globalization’ etymologically derives frothe Latin word

‘globus’ which means sphere or ball. Globalizatioefers to the

increasing interconnectedness of nations and pe@pteind the world
through trade, investment, travel, popular cultanel other forms of
interaction. Some view it as a process that is fi@akkey to future

world economic development. Others regard it witsthity, and even

fear, believing that it increases inequality betwestions, threatens
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employment and living standards, and thwarts s@eizgress (Michael
2000).

Globalization refers to the multiplicity of linkeg and
interconnections between the states and societéshwnake up the
present world system. It describes the processhighnevent, decision
and activities in one part of the world come to éasignificant
consequences for individuals and communities itegdistant parts of
the globe. Globalization has two distinct phenomeseope and
intensity. On the other hand, it defines a setrotess which embraces
most of the globe or which operates worldwide. Tbecept therefore
has a special combination on the other hand; ib alsplies
intensification on the level of interaction, intenmections or
interdependence between the states and societieb whnstitute the
world community.

Globalization can easily be described as the nemn fof
business structure in the world today. It is theeltgpment of global
network in form of international consortia, crogsehsing, and
agreements, joint ventures, the aim of which iseduce the cost of
production by finding low cost suppliers of factafproduction and
material inputs and intermediate products and bis@xpanding the
market scope to enjoy economies of scale. Glokdalizdirm attempts
to sell in many markets its products for the pugsosf benefiting from
economies of scale at all levels.

Globalization is a process. It is systematic and iteal. The
world is changing from what it used to be, fromngecountry specific
to being interwoven and interlinked. Globalizatibas been defined
according to Nigerian Labour Congress, NLC, (200@&ining manual
as the process by which countries’ economies becoereasingly
interwoven and affected by each other. This comasutaby the
increased flow, across national borders of good=l€), companies
(foreign direct investment), money (finance), aedge (migration).

Globalization is the process whereby economic tipali social
and cultural links between countries, industrieempanies and
organizations and individuals of the world are @aging.

60



Effects of Globalization ... Agricultural Sector afjsrian Economy

Globalization is not new, it has been happeningaftong time,
but since the 1970’s it has increased in speedbaeddth, aided by
technology. While the vehicle for globalizationtiee development of
technology, the driver that determines the shapa d@inection of
globalization is the trans-national corporations.

The Ideology behind Globalization
The set of ideas behind the process of globalirasoreferred to as
“neo-liberalism”. A good understanding of this msgortant just as that
of the characteristics earlier discussed, for adgocomprehension of
the impact of this process on the agricultural @ecthe globalization
ideology has its roots in the United Kingdom (UK)dathe United
States of America (USA) in the 1980s.
The core assumptions of this neo-liberal econorhitopophy
are (NLC, 2005):
. Over spending by the Keynesian welfare states oad& USA
led directly to the global economic crises of thastptwo
decades (60s and 70s).

. The State should reduce its role in regulatingebenomy and
allow market forces to allocate resources.

. The market is the most efficient means of allocatiEsources.

. The State should reduce levels of social spendingssto limit
budget deficits, which are seen to be inflationary.

. Countries should liberalize and open their econertogoreign
trade and investment

. Countries should adopt open-door policies on prefiatriation
by trans-national corporations (TNCs).

. Labour markets should be deregulated to allow kelfility
required for business expansion and economic growth

. Centralized collective bargaining leads to labouarket
rigidities.

. Wage increase should be kept in check as theyese ® be
inflationary.
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. Private management is intrinsically more efficiéman public
management.
. Private sector involvement and investment in state-

enterprises should be encouraged.

With the above ideologies in mind, one could sex tihe operations of
Nigerian economy for long has been patterned totiat the new world
order, to move with the global economic trend sonasto be left
behind. That is why one should not be surprisedmwthe enormous
impacts that this has made in the agriculturalaeat this nation are
unfolded.

Characteristics of Globalization

Globalization has been characterized by a numbefeatures and

developments, which are very salient. Some of thesteires are:

. The fast movement of capital across boarders. Ehisiade
possible by a new set of economic rules (producgdhie
World Bank, the International Monetary Funds-IMFdathe
World Trade Organization).

. Large Trans-National Corporations who compete agively
with each other in order to maximize profits.

. The shift of investments from capital for produetiactivities
to speculative investments.

. Economic powers are concentrated in fewer and daeger
TNCs.

. A single global market is emerging

. TNCs are developing integrated global strategieth wiher
companies.

. Globalization of technology is changing the worknigedone:

smaller workforce, more contracted work (NLC, 208%3:38).
Apart from the above features, globalization mastgeatself in
various ways in various segments. It touches cestuiThe
cultures of Western Countries are undermining tigboorer
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nations in such areas as food, clothing, music letmbuches
governments. Every government especially of theelibging
nations is aggressively trying to offer the besalsleto the
TNCs in order to attract foreign direct investmenistheir
countries in various sectors including agriculture.

Opportunities of Globalisation

Globalization is about increasing inter-connectedne and

interdependencies among world’s, region’s, natiogsvernment’s,
businesses, institutions, communities, families amtviduals. It not

only integrates world economies but also the celttechnology and
governance with religious, environmental and sodahensions.

However, the economies aspect appears to be atdhie stage.
Economic globalization refers to the process ohgeatowards greater
international economic integration through tradenarice flow,

exchange of technology and information, and movenwénpeople

(Evbuomwan, 2004).

The opportunities of globalization are many: globearkets,
exposure to new ideas, technology and productsicesies of scale in
production, gains in efficiency in the utilizatioof productive
resources, greater specialization between natidetter quality
products and wide option for consumers, increasadpetitiveness
and increased output, and ability to tap cheaperces of finance
internationally (Evbuomwan, 2004).

Greater integration with world economy throughd&aand
capital flows has afforded some developing coustilee avenue to
partake | the opportunities and benefits of glatzdion, to develop
their comparative advantages and gain access teer,newore
appropriate technology, while financial liberalipat has increased
their access to international private capital, pging them to realize
much higher rates of economic growth.

For instance, spectacular economic performancethefEast
Asian countries reflect significant benefits fronolgalization as
opposed to the African countries, many of which #re world’'s
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poorest. While economic growth rates in East Asml &acific
averaged 7.2, 7.1 and 6.7% percent in 1981 — 3, 399 and 2001 —
2002, respectively, those in Sub-Saharan AfricaAjS8ere just 1.8,
2.0 percent respectively. Furthermore, while th&ASSDP per capita
which was US$15.0 in 1999 dropped to US$450.0 i©22thus
recording negative growth rates. In Asia, per @pitomes have been
moving quickly toward levels in the industrial ctues since 1970
averaging US$960 in 2002 (World Bank, 2004).

Globalization and Agricultural Development in Nigeria

The United Nations has been using the instrumemfiafalization to

ensure the integration of world economies. All toaintries that are
signatories to the UN charters are obliged to obeg respect the
content of those charters and they equally reapb#reefits arising
from such. Through the process of globalizatioe, tiN has ensured
that and encouraged their agencies to fund variasgects of
agricultural development in various countries aé thorld including

Nigeria. The above scenario could be divided im0 segments, viz:
periods preceding 1995 and post 1995 to the pressmd.

Pre-1995 Era

Akwuwa (1996) noted that apart from the fundingviled by the
various Nigerian governments and Non-Governmenidsdike banks,
foreign investors and foreign sponsors have playebwill continue to
play very significant roles in agricultural devetoent in Nigeria.
Some of these aids received in the past can bsifttaksas direct,
indirect, technical and financial.

The World Bank (International Bank for Reconstrantiand
Development-IBRD) has been the major source ofreatdinance for
agricultural development in the country. Accordieghim, before the
onset of the third National Development Plan per{@875-1980),
most World Bank lending to Nigeria was for non-agliural projects,
mainly infrastructural development. He substandiatieis by saying
that of the sum of US$617.2 million borrowed by &lig between
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1958 and 1974, only US $27.2 million was for adtioal
development. This trend however changed greatin fi875 to date as
most of the World Bank loans have gone to agricaltu

Apart from the World Bank, the International Furidr
Agricultural Development (IFAD) and some other rmamk
establishments outside the country have also plaigguficant roles in
funding agricultural projects in the country. IFADfunding was
channeled through the Agricultural Development &t§ (ADPS).
They had prior to 1995 funded the development @ftsand tuber
crops including cassava. According to Akwuwa (1996gtween
September and October 1995, an IFAD mission hack goond the
ADPs in the country to assess the impact of thetvipus funding in
readiness for another phase of their programmearegat “Roots and
Tuber Expansion Programme (RTEP) which was schddol¢éake off
as from 1996. This is a positive effect of globafian on the
production of the nation’s staple food crops. Inestwords, this arm of
the Bank is seeing the success of this programme @aEsitive step
towards the sustained development of the nationthedworld as a
whole. Continuing further in the World Bank's invelment in
Agricultural Development funding Nigeria, Oyaideafted their first
loan for this purpose to 1971 when a loan of U $vas approved for
cocoa rehabilitation in the Western Region. Sirzenttill 1981, he
continued, the Federal Government has receiveduhe of US $763
million for agricultural developments broken dowfodows:
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Table 5.1 World Bank Financed Projectsin Nigeria (pre 1981)

SIN Type of Project Loan Amount | As% of their
(US $ Million) Lendingto
Agriculture
1 Tree Crops Development 122.7 16.1%
2 Integrated Rural
Development (ADP) 561.8 73.6
3 Agricultural Manpower
Development (Building of
ARMTI) 9.0 1.2
4 Rice Development 17.5 2.3
Forestry Plantations 21.0 2.7
Forestry Plantations 31.0 3.1
Total 763.0 100

Source: Akwuwa (1996)

From the above Table 5.1, there was the tendeowwrts
small-holder projects and aggressive shift to theedrated Rural
Development Projects (ADPs) which accounted for 78%the
agricultural loans financed by the World Bank.

It has gone beyond 1981 to include all projectsd&d up to
1995 as presented in Table 5.2.
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Table 5.2:

On-going projects under the Sponsorship of the World
Bank as at 31 March 1995

SIN | Name of | Agency/Statelnvolved | Bank Effective Cum. Balanced
Project Contr. US | Date Disbt. US$ | Undish. US$
$ million million million
1 L/stock Dev.
11 Federal 67.0 April 89 57.9 9.1
2 MSADP-1 Fed., Abia, Akwa
Ibom, Anambra,
Benue, C/River, Delta
Edo, Enugu, Imo,
Ogun, Plateau 162.0 June 1987 63.1 98.9
3 Forestry 11 Fed., Bauchi, Bornp,
Jigawa, Kaduna
Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi,
Ogun, Ondo, Plateay,
Sokoto and Yobe 71.0 Sept. 1987 63.1 7.9
4 MSADP-11 Fed., Adamawa, Kogj,
Kwara, Niger, Taraba 77.7 Nov. 1989 72.6 5.2
5 MSADP-111 Fed., Lagos, Ondo, March 1990
Osun, Oyo, and Rivers 100.9 88.7 18.1
6 National Dec. 1990
Seeds Federal 14.0 8.9 5.1
7 Tree Crops Fed., Abia, Akwa Ibom 56.0 July 199 1.91 44.1
8 Nat. Agri.
Research Federal 78.0 June 1992 15.6 74.1
9 Fadama-ADP Fed., Bauchi, Jigawa, February
Kano, Kebbi, Sokoto 67.5 1993 17.5 50.1
10 Environ. March
Managt. Federal 25.0 1993 0.9 24.1
11 Agric. Tech.| Federal, Bauchi,
Support Jigawa, Kano, Kebbi
Sokoto 42,5 June 1993 9.4 33.1

Source: Akwuwa (1996).

Some of the above projects had continued beyon8l iWdfle some got
redesigned in order to attract fresh funding.
It should, however, be noted that the impact obglization on
agricultural development in the country does netdnly on its the
funding of the sector. There has been some tedhtrenasformation
and re-engineering of the concepts and approaahesgticultural
development. On the basis of technical transfornati agricultural
mechanization in all its ramifications is not ardigenous concept.
Globalization has opened the country’s agricultiaorerarious aspects
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of mechanization that the idea of traditional meahproduction was
almost becoming obsolete, and emergence of traetbiig farms is
taking root for developing the country’'s agricuuand increasing
food production. Through this system, small farmidhmgs were
discouraged, more so with the promulgation of taad_Use Decree of
the 1970s. The essence was to give governmentsatcdand and
discourage land fragmentation and encourage thegemee of large
scale farms. However, the emergence of the AgticailtDevelopment
Projects (ADP) changed the above view to give pnemce to the
small holder farmers.

The adoption of the ADP system using the Trairang Visit
(T&V) System of Agricultural Extension delivery caso be ascribed
to the impact of globalization. The ADP system vaabrain child of
the World Bank while the use of the T&V system veaopted from
India. The Training and Visit System of Extensioastsome salient
features which made it significantly different fromlme various
indigenous extension systems used in the countoyneSof these
features include:
. Single Line of Command
. Professionalism
. Field and farmer orientation
. Continuous training
. Time bound operations
. Linkage with the research
. Concentration of efforts.
The ADP system emphasized so much on the Smallgddddmers as
veritable tools for agricultural transformation amgcreased food
production. The system was a success.

Post-1995 Era

Some of the projects enumerated in table 2.2 hadtineeed beyond

1995 while some got redesigned. One of such oragytht redesigned

was the Multi-State Agricultural Development Pragraes (MSADP-

1). The original loan design from the IBRD had skxgb and the re-
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design was now to enable various sector and prejetific arms of
the Bank to step in and finance aspects of theeptojn addition to the
ADPs, most of he agricultural programmes being irathe country
were World Bank intervention projects. These aastervention are
as follows and they all came as a result of theltVaeeing herself as a
global village where problems in one end of thebglaffects the other
ones:
1. IFAD’s Cassava Multiplication Project (IFAD-CMP)
The project was financed by the International Fuiod
Agricultural Development (IFAD). It was conceivea ¢ounter
the attack of two alien pests; Cassava mealy bagCGassava
green speeder mite in the late 19970s and earl§sl9&e loan
closed on June 301997. These pests were said to be alien
because they never originated from this countryeyThame
down to the country in the first place from othefridan
countries as a result of free flow of goods andemals through
the boarders made possible by globalization. Incase, it was
the globalization activity that made it possibleg foto have
received international attention. The programmedoobt was
very successful. Left to Nigeria alone, that coluiddoe signaled
the end to cassava production in the country. Thatns
massive hunger and starvation, since cassava @j@ staple
food in the country. That would also have equatigqd a very
big threat to world peace and stability since Nmjer
population formed one-fifth of Africa’s.

2. Root and Tuber Expansion Programme (RTEP):
RTEP is another programme that has been made [ossila
result of the impact of globalization. The Prograenmwas
formulated by the Food and Agricultural Organizati@g-AQO)
investment Centre in 1995, appraised by the WoddkBas a
follow-up to the earlier Cassava Multiplication fe@ which
closed in 1997. It was approved by IFAD Executiveail in
1999. The Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) sigttee
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loan agreement in May 2001 and disbursement became
effective in June 2002. The overall objective & RTEP was
to increase small holder production of Cassava,, ylaobato
and cocoyam as well as their end-products, thusremnihg
national food self-sufficiency and improved houddhtood
security and income within the Southern and Midgidt States
of Nigeria. The success recorded by the above anogre was
enormous. It has helped propel the country intoobweg the
leading producer of cassava in the world. Thisvery positive
effect of globalization on the nation’s agricultufs a member
of this global village, the success story in caasproduction
from Nigeria is having a spill over beneficial aftéen the world
economy. Chinese industrialists and others are Iooking up
to Nigeria for the supply of cassava chips and epelifor
livestock feed production. Likewise details of ras#h findings
in the various utilizations for cassava recipe atider by-
products are coming into the country, thus expandiassava
utilization horizon.

National Special Programme on Food Security (NP

In order to still ensure self-sufficiency in foodopuction

within the country, the international donor agesacieere ready
to partner with the country to ensure further depeient of the
agricultural potentials of the small holder farmears the

country, since a threat to peace in Nigeria asaltref hunger
will spill over to other nations of the world. Thetherefore,
partnered with the country in formulating and furglithe

NSPFS programme.

The NSPFS was initiated by the Federal Governmint o
Nigeria (FGN) and the FAO as a means of ensuringd fo
security for the nation. It commenced in Enugu &tédr
instance in March 2002. For the selected stategenihig¢ook
off, it was on a pilot scale. Effectively, the pragme
commenced in 2001 and the pilot phase ended in.Z00&
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expansion phase took off 2007 and is now renamebmd
Programme on Food Security, NPFS (ENADEP, 2006 Th
first phase of the programme involved the estabiestt of
three sites per state with each site accommodatioge than
300 farmers being funded in various agriculturakegprises of
their choice. The second phase is an improvemenh®first.
It involved the establishment of six additionalesitper state,
bringing each state’s number to nine. Through pincggramme,
millions of international funds are being pumpetbirach site
in form of recyclable soft loans, thus energizihg hation’s
agricultural development at the grass roots. Adsthbecause of
globalization.

4, FGN/Chinese South-South Cooperation (SSC):
The objective of the SSC as conceived was to emhamc
effective solidarity among the developing countrigsd to
allow the recipient countries to benefit from thelervant
experience and low cost technology of China in food
production.

The SSC technical assistance according to the
agreement documents consists of few senior staff an
substantial number of technicians with strong pecattfield
experience in agriculture. They are to work dinecilith
farmers in the rural communities in Nigeria eithas
individuals or groups (ENADEP, 2006). In as muchtlas
above programme was meant to be a means of tedicallo
transfer to the developing countries, one shouldlose sight
of the fact that it is a veritable means of engyiimegration
and cooperation among nations. It has helped Nigdevelop
her agriculture and to further cement the bilatedations
between Nigeria and China, thereby fostering theltMgeace.

5. Sasakawa Global 2000 Management Training PMT$E):
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This is a new technology that has been used totlgrams
production in some countries and has been intratlutde the
country. It comprised close adherence to the timplanting,
spacing and relevant inputs in the production afrgg. It got to
the country also as a result of free flow of tedbges
occasioned by globalization.

6. Presidential Initiative on Cassava Production:

One other area that the nation’s agriculture isremily

benefiting through the positive effects of globatian is in the
area of boosting of cassava production, processang

utilization through the opening up of internatiormrakrkets.

This was made possible through the Presidentisiativie on

Cassava Production, a policy trust put in placethy past
Obasanjo regime. Through this programme, lots csaza
varieties were pushed to the farmers with the apamying

inputs to boost the production of the crop. Praoess
equipment were equally distributed to cassava miodu
groups to help them with the processing of the antgpvarious

products that would be acceptable to both the |caad

international markets.

Through this programme also other sub-policiesewer
put in place to further boost the production, pesteg and
utilization of this crop. Such include the policyn ahe
mandatory inclusion of 10% cassava flour by Flouldys in
composite flours for bread baking. There is no g@ymg the
fact that this programme has further energized asass
production in Nigeria.

Apart from the above interventional funding, loté direct
foreign investments in the agricultural sector lnstnation has been
made possible, including the areas of agrochemipatsuction,
because of free flow of technical expertise antinetogy. In the area
of direct production we have the likes of the muetebrated case of
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South African farmers that have settled in Kwarat&of Nigeria. In
the areas of other farm inputs, there are investsnam fertilizer

blending plants, animal feeds production, amongermsthThere are
other foreign assisted projects (World Bank fundegarticular) that
have promotional effects on agriculture also brdugibout by
globalization. These include the National Econoarid Empowerment
Development Strategy (NEEDS) and State SEEDS pmojghich are
helping to open up the rural areas for rural andicatural

development. Such programmes need to be furthezusied as
follows:

a) The Local Empowerment and Environmental

Management Programme (LEEMP):
The above programme is being executed

currently in nine (9) states of the federation. éwcling
to Onyenweze (2007), the policy instrument
establishing the programme was signed between the
Federal Government of Nigeria and the World Bank on
December 8 2003, while the implementation took
effect from April 2005. LEEMP is a Community Driven
Development Project (CDD), which has helped among
other things develop rural feeder roads and agro-
processing projects.

b) The World Bank Rural Access and Mobility
Programme (RAMP):

This is one of the latest positive effects of
globalization on the Nigeria’s agriculture throutie
development of rural infrastructure.

RAMP is a comprehensive five-year action
programme developed by the Federal Department of
Rural Development (FDRD) of the Federal Ministry of
Agriculture & Rural Development (FMARD) in close
collaboration with the participating State govermine
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ministries, local governments and key stakeholdEns.
overall project development objective is to assist
participating states and local governments improve
access and mobility in their rural areas in a suakde
manner and thereby contribute to the improvement of
their rural livelihood. The programme is being fedd
by the World Bank currently in three states of the
federation.

Apart from the above, one salient area that glabtbn has
had an effect on the nation’s agriculture and tt@nemy in general,
which tends to be over looked, is the planning essc If one takes a
closer look at most of the programmes above, it bal seen that the
bottom-top approach was used in identifying thervention areas in
each programme. This is a complete departure flenptactice in the
past and has contributed to the success of thagroges. There is,
therefore, no gainsaying the fact that the nati@gsicultural sector
has had tremendous positive impacts from the inflas of
globalization.

Structural Changes and Transformations
Some structural changes have been observed ingti®uléural sector as a
result of globalization. With respect to technoldggnsformation, there has
been a gradual shift from reliance on traditiorsahf inputs (hoes, cutlass,
low vyielding plant and animal varieties) to modewnes (hybrid
seeds/seedling, agrochemicals, fertilizers, farrahmeeries and implements).
Furthermore, with the activities of research ingds and other agents of
change (e.g. extension activities), crops, suchaasava, irish potatoes and
oranges, which were hitherto confined to certaiolagical zones, are now
grown in other ecological zones.
Generally, the greatest impact of globalizatiorfagchad been in the
following areas:
" Transmission of new ideas to the farmers by theicalural
extension agents to upgrade technological conditiand increase
output of agricultural products
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" Trade increase in tubers eg. cassava and in noregtonal exports
such as flowers and fruits helping to diversify theort base away
from a reliance on a narrow range of traditionapak whose
markets were mostly stagnant. In fact, most trad@i export
products, such as groundnut, palm and cotton, desxed from the
export list. This was also a result of implicit aexplicit taxation of
cash crop producers. During the Structural Adjustnferogramme
(SAP), export earnings grew to N1,822.9 million1i#86-1990 for
primary agricultural commodities alone. The expbesket also
expanded with non-traditional export commoditiaschs as tubers,
fruits, and spices. In addition, export of manufiaets and semi-
manufacturers of agricultural products, which edrrmamly N37.2
million in 1981-1985, recorded the sum of N214.9liom in 1986-
1990, as Nigeria became an exporter of textilegp&imtergents,
beer/beverages, tyres and processed skins in @uditi cocoa
products. Food imports also rose astronomicallynfié45.0 million
in 1966-1970 to N163.8 million in 1971-1975. By 891980, it had
grown to N991.0 million, reflecting the food suppyap and the
impact of depreciating exchange rate. To discourfagier food
importation after 1980, when the price of oil creghand foreign
exchange earnings declined considerably, the gowemh imposed
outright ban on the importation of major food itethat had hitherto
attracted quotas cum tariff protection (rice, maizegetable oils,
wheat and poultry.

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

Nigeria is virtually marginalized in the globalizearld economy. According
to the 1997 budget, the Nigerian economy is charaed by several
problems, including import dependence, dependemca single economic
sector - oil, weak industrial base, a low levelagfricultural production, a
weak private sector and dependence on foreign IGHms gross domestic
product grew by 3.25 percent representing a markptovement from 1.3
percent in 1994 and 2.2 percent in 1995. The alipir@ah sector grew by 3.7
percent. However, Nigerian agriculture has had straresformations. From
its battered state in the 1970s as a result of shémphasis due to the impact
of crude oil discovery and exportation, this setagradually coming to live.
The major problem though is that given the longqukof neglect and the
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degree of disorientation of the economy away frbim sector, it will really
take time and huge investment of funds to getéklzan course. One obvious
World phenomenon that has helped pump in the reduapital (funds) into
this sector has been globalization. Globalisati®rthie key symbol of the
changing world order (Olayemi, 2001). In as muchvasy multinationals
and foreigners have been involved in funding ouicafjure, no nation can
develop her agricultural sector by largely depegdin borrowed funds and
grants. Thus, there is the need for a radical amdidmental agricultural
revival in Nigeria. In order to do this, certairtiaos should be taken by the
government, which include the following:

1. It should be recognized that the problem confrap@griculture is
more than introducing mere policies without implenagion.
Sectoral analysis capability and implementationutthéherefore be
strengthened. This entails reconciling planninghvitiplementation
and carrying out regular analysis of sector-speagsues, such as
markets, pricing and land policies.

2. There is a close relationship between security angstment
climate. The economic environment and security rteede greatly
improved in Nigeria to enable investors to willipglome with funds
to invest in the agricultural sector of the economigomalies with
respect to lending should be rectified while privasector
investments should be encouraged.

3. Sustained development of agricultural institutidoscontribute to
competitive marketing, pricing, and quality contiafl agricultural
produce should be accorded high priority by thes@né government.

4. For effectiveness, privatization of fertilizer puement and
distribution should be functional with Agriculturdbevelopment
Projects (ADPs), farmers’ cooperatives and privatiéviduals as the
major agents. This would ensure timely availabilifyfarm inputs
and the desired impact on crop yields.

5. Farmers should be encouraged to adopt modern fgfimisbandry
practices, such as planting of improved seeds/segsdlagricultural
chemicals for pest and disease control and medhonizto reduce
drudgery and enhance yields. Farmers should betedsio source
improved technologies capable of increasing ougduteasonable
costs.
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